Monday, February 9, 2004
Jeremiah 3:1 - 4:31

Jeremiah opens chapter 3 with a rhetorical question not meant to inspire discussion on the propriety of divorce. The answer was obvious in the Jewish culture of the time and opened the door for the prophet to continue speaking on his primary message. Using the frequent analogy of God as the Husband and Israel and Judah as the unfaithful wife, Jeremiah pointed out that the people had been unfaithful to their God.  In this chapter the prophet compares already fallen Israel with Judah, pointing out that even after the great punishment suffered by Israel, Judah refused to learn that her own plight and rebellion against God could end in the same way. 

God directed Jeremiah to proclaim an invitation to the north where Israel once existed. Though the people there would never again be recognizable by tribal order, some of them remained in the land. Others were resettled further north by Assyria. 

“In those days” (verses 16,18) refers to a time not yet totally fulfilled in God’s plan. Though all who believe in Christ have come together as brothers and sisters, the reunion pictured here is apparently yet to come. Verses 19-25 refer to the destruction on the immediate horizon if the people of Judah continue their unrepentant ways.

The phrase “I looked” in 4:23-26 indicates that Jeremiah is describing a vision granted to him of the destruction of Jerusalem. In verse 30 we see that even though the harlot wife of God (Judah) will adorn herself with alluring makeup, her false gods and the powerful nations around her will not come to her aid, but will seek her destruction because God has removed His protection from His people. 

In today’s reading we see how Jeremiah’s words were even more urgent and descriptive than Isaiah’s. Jeremiah also offers fewer words of hope and restoration than did Isaiah. The times had changed in the 100 years between the two prophets. Judah was closer to destruction and no more repentant than before. The message of God’s prophet was urgent and Judah’ last hope for rescue. 

